
Plymouth Congregational ChurCh

We welcome all to our spiritual, loving, relevant and 
transforming faith community.

February 28, 2016
Third Sunday in Lent

10:30 a.m.
Child care for infants is provided in the Nursery,  

room 209 in the Education wing. See an usher for directions.

Large-print bulletins and hearing devices are available from the ushers. 



Prelude FRENCH RONDO Leon Boëllmann 
  (1911)

 PASTORAL DANCE ON “MORNING HAS BROKEN” Andrew Clarke 
  (1997)

ProCessional hymn CHRIST IS MADE THE SURE FOUNDATION “Westminster Abbey”
 (see facing page)

Call to WorshiP  Catherine Crooks
 Minister: We gather this day to worship God, whose words and ways challenge us.
 Congregation:	 God	invites	us	to	lose	our	selfishness	to	find	ourselves.
 Minister: God calls us to be fools in the world to show forth the wisdom of Christ.
 Congregation:	 God	urges	us	to	empty	ourselves	to	discover	life’s	fullness.
 Minister: God bids us to be obedient to divine will so we might know true freedom.
 Congregation:	 We	come	to	worship	our	Creator.
 All:	 Amen	and	amen!

introit for the third sunday in lent  Philip Brunelle
  (2016)

My eyes are forever turned toward the Lord, who shall release my feet from the snare 
and have mercy on me.

Unto you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; O my God, I trust in you.

unison Prayer

Gracious	God,	we	come	to	you	with	awe	and	wonder,	aware	of	the	mystery	of	life,	
reverent	before	your	holy	love	and	presence.

Sharpen	 our	 awareness	 of	 the	 sacred;	 startle	 us	 with	 the	 joy	 of	 discipleship;	
strengthen	us	to	accept	its	cost,	we	pray.

the lord’s Prayer (“. . . and forgive us our debts . . .”) Pilgrim Hymnal, page 513, prayer 57

WelCome and announCements 

felloWshiP ConCern  Gingie Ward





anthem HEART, NOT SO HEAVY AS MINE Janika Vandervelde
 —Commissioned by Ray and Elsie Martin in celebration  (2015)
 of Ray’s 40 years in the Plymouth Choir—
 Dancers: Non Edwards, Missa Kes, Laura Levinson, Alys Ayumi Ogura and Christina Tolson
 Choreographer: Elsie Martin, with thanks to the dancers and to Deborah Jinza Thayer.

Heart, not so heavy as mine
Wending late home—

As it passed my window
Whistled itself a tune—

A careless snatch, a ballad, a ditty of the street.
Yet to my irritated ear

An anodyne so sweet—
It was as if a Bobolink

Sauntering this way
Carolled, and paused, and carolled—

Then bubbled slow away!
It was as if a chirping brook

Upon a dusty way—
Set bleeding feet to minuets
Without the knowing why! 

Tomorrow, night will come again—
Perhaps, weary and sore—
Ah, Bugle, by my window
I pray you pass once more!

              —Emily Dickinson

Author and Plymouth member Susan Marie Swanson offers this explication of 
the poem: “Heart, not so heavy as mine” comes from Dickinson’s nature poems that 
pay special attention to birds and flowers. These poems attend to paradoxes of the 
human condition: how we live and treasure life in the face of death; how the small 
and beautiful things of the Earth lead us to consider the divine (though they might not 
necessarily disclose it); how humility and pain coexist with passion and aspiration. 

Something passes the window of the poet-persona and a scrap of melody eases 
the heaviness and irritation in the speaker. It is gone in an instant, like a bobolink in 
song. It is unaware of its own power and help, like the brook. Discouragement will 
return again, but so too might simple ease and relief come again. The speaker speaks 
of her hope of this.



readings ECCLESIASTES 11:1 and 6
 ECCLESIASTES 11:1  
 by Richard Wilbur

We must cast our bread
Upon the waters, as the 
Ancient preacher said,
Trusting that it may
Amply be restored to us
After many a day.
That old metaphor,
Drawn from rice farming on the 
River’s flooded shore,
Helps us to believe 
That it’s no great sin to give,
Hoping to receive.
Therefore I shall throw
Broken bread, this sullen day,
Out across the snow,
Betting crust and crumb
That birds will gather, and that
One more spring will come.
 —published in The New Yorker, March 22, 2010

hymn  WHEN MUSIC WAKES MY SLEEPING HEART “Kent”
 (see next page)
VersiCles

 Leader: God be with you.
 Congregation:  And	with	your	spirit.	
 Leader: Let us pray:

Pastoral Prayer   Carla J. Bailey



offertory ABENDLIED ZU GOTT Franz Joseph Haydn
 (Evening Song to God) (1799)
 for solo quartet and chorus
 Jenny French, soprano; Lisa Drew, alto;
 Dan Dressen, tenor; James Bohn, bass

Lord, because you have given me life every day,
I, as a child, worship you.
Though small in your presence, this day I sing,
Praising you for your faith in me.

Prayer of dediCation & doxology #464
Praise to God, immortal praise, for the love that crowns our days! 
Bounteous source of every joy, let thy praise our tongues employ; 
Singing thus through all our days: Praise to God, immortal praise! Amen.

sCriPture reading LUKE 13:1–9

sermon THE HOPEFUL GARDENER Jeffrey Sartain

reCessional hymn #63 LORD, DISMISS US WITH THY BLESSING  “Sicilian Mariners”

BenediCtion and Choral amen

Postlude VARIANTS ON “EARTH AND ALL STARS” Alec Wyton 
  (1973)
 Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets!
 Sing to the Lord a new song!
 Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud humming cellos!
 Sing to the Lord a new song!
  —Herb Brokering



ChanCel floWers are given by Elsie and Ray Martin in gratitude to their community of family and 
friends.
CoVer image: Gardener Near a Gnarled Apple Tree, 1883, lithograph, Vincent van Gogh; accessed 
online: www.vangoghgallery.com/catalog/Graphic/1944/Gardener-near-a-Gnarled-Apple-Tree.html.
next sunday: Join us for First Service, 9:50 a.m., in the Chapel, or the 10:30 a.m. service in the 
Sanctuary.
Parents and families of our young Children: Thank you for bringing your children to church. 
Please know that your family—with all of its energy and joy—is a vital part of this community 
gathered in worship. If you need a place to go with a restless or hungry child, the Parsons Room (next 
to the library) is available. You can hear the service from there. 
if you haVe a hoPe, a suggestion or a ConCern aBout Plymouth, please contact the Deacons via 
their email address, deacons@plymouth.org.



CHURCH	REGISTER as of Feb. 25, 2016
reCent Birth: 
 Julia Eleanor Herzog (2/22/2016), daughter of Katy Reierson Herzog and Brent Herzog and 
granddaughter of Gary and Pam Reierson
reCently BaPtized: 
 Isla Juliet Somermeyer (2/21/2016), daughter of Kiri and Sean Somermeyer
reCently deCeased:

Danolda “Donni” Marcos, wife of Carroll Waller
reCently BereaVed

Joe Davis, death of sister Deloris Sheilds (2/3/2016)
Molly Piper, death of grandmother
Kevin Sherper Walker and Rachel Walker, death of father(-in-law) Donald Sherper 

(2/11/2016); Leif Walker and Sanna Walker, death of grandfather.
ConValesCing:

Joy Bumgardner, Meridian Manor, Wayzata
Ann Harding, Jones-Harrison Residence
Ken Linwick, Friendship Village Care Center

home and hosPital Visits: All Plymouth’s ministers call upon members of the church in their 
homes, in hospitals or care and rehabilitation centers. If you know of someone who would like 
a visit from a minister, please contact Catherine Crooks, Minister for Congregational Care 
(cathiec@plymouth.org or 612/977-1286).

Plymouth WorshiP leaders

Carla J. Bailey, Senior Minister
Catherine Crooks, Minister for Congregational Care; Paula Northwood, Minister for Spiritual 

Formation; Jeffrey Sartain, Minister for Community Engagement
Philip Brunelle, Organist and Choirmaster; Sonja Thompson, Music Associate

Jo Holcomb, First Service Coordinator; George Maurer, First Service Music Director

Plymouth Congregational ChurCh
1900 Nicollet Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403

612/871-7400  •  www.plymouth.org  •  E-mail: churchinfo@plymouth.org

 Like us on Facebook (facebook.com/PlymouthCongregationalChurch) 

 Follow us on Twitter (@PCCmpls)


